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E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

i . N A M E 

COMMON: 

Carroll County Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : / 

| 2 . L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Courthouse Square [Court Street] 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Westminster 
CODE COUNTY: | CODE 

Maryland Carroll 
3. CLASSIF ICAT ION r _ _ _ _ 

C A T E G 0 R Y OWNERSHIP STATUS I ACCESSIBLE 
fChecfc One; TO THE PUBLIC 

Distr ict • Building fj{[ Public C ] Public Acqui si t ion: Occupied [S^Yes : 

Site • Structure • Private • In Process • Unoccupied • Restricted • 

Both • Being Considered • Preservation work Unrestricted [3 f 
Obiect . |—, 

<—> in progress \_\ N o . r-j 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate; 

Agricultural • Government [ J Park r j Transportation f j Comments O 

Commercial • Industrial Q Private Residence • Other (Specify) • 

Educational • M i l i t a r y Q Re l ig ious Q 

Entertainment • Museum Q Sc ien t i f i c [~] 

4. OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
OWNERS N A M E : 

C a r r o l l County 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

_ _ . 
C I T Y OR TOWN: S T A T E : CODE 

Westminster_ , | Maryland | 
5- L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L DESCRIPT ION 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS _______ __ Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E OF SURVEY: Federal (~1 State f j County • Local f j 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE 



N- *• HELD SHEET CARR-558 
DESCRIPTION . : . . . 

(Check One) 
CONDITION 

Excellent • Good [^ Fair • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed • 
(Check One) (Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered J£] Moved • Original Site X I 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T AND O R I G I N A L (It known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Carroll County Courthouse is a monumental brick 

rectangular structure of 2 storeys plus attic. There 

are two 1-J- storey wings on the sides (later additions), 

but the most notable features are the tetrastyle portico 

on the west front and the octagonal cupola on the roof. 

The colossal, two storey portico may have been original, 

however, the stuccoed (or concrete) columns with their 

abbreviated Ionic capitals are 20th century. The main 

block has tall windows (12/12, with shutters on first 

floor) with Greek Revival button molded lintels. Main 

doorway appears to be later, but done along simple Greek 

Revival lines and has a 12 light transom; there is a 

similar doorway on the second level porch. There are 

large Palladian windows at attice level (in the pediment) 

and in the pediments formed by the gable ends of the 

main roof. The cupola (with 9/6 windows and balustrade) 

sits on a ridge of cross axis formed by front and rear 

pediments abutting the main roof. Portico is only in the 

front side, opposite side has a small (one storey) 

pedimental porch supported by four simple paired columns 

[20th century]. 

The interior, notably the entrance hall, retains 

several Greek Revival features, such as coved ceilings, 

circular ceiling with rosettes and Prince of Wales 

features, etc. 



N. R. FIELD SHEET CARR-558 

(a. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian • 16th Century Q 18th Century • 20th Century • 

15th Century • 17th Century • 19th Century JCJ 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Education • Poli t ical • Urban Planning • 

Prehistoric • Engineering • Rel igion/Phi- Other (Specify) • 

Historic • Industry • losophy • 

Agriculture Invention Science 

Art Landscape Sculpture 

Commerce Architecture Q Social/Human-

Communications Q Literature itarian Q 

Conservation Mil itary Q Theater Q 

Music Q Transportation I I 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

The Carroll County Courthouse is a good example of 

(in spite of the much mis-used term) ante-bellum Greek, 

with its heavy, chunky columns and monumental portico. The 

detailing is also late Greek Revival and is rather simple, 

although the interior, especially the entrance hall crossing, 

has some very fine Regency/Greek detailing. There are 

other features, such as the Palladian windows and the 

later side wings, which somewhat detract from the straight 

Greek feeling of the building, however, the whole, with its 

raised hillock and with its tall shade trees, is a simple 

and dignified structure with a mid 19th century period 

feeling. 



N. R. FIELD SHEET CARR-558 
9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Morris Radof f ' s book on cour thouses of Maryland 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S n L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y " U D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T CTF A P R O P E R T Y 
£ OF LESS T H A N ONE A C R E 

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes ' Seconds 
Kj yu ° ' • 0 ' » 

N E o . 

SE ° ° 
SW o . . o 

LIST A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y , ( CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

I t FORM PREPARED 8Y 
N AME A N D Tl T L E: 

Will iam Morgan 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N D A T E 

Department of Art H i s to ry 1970 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

U n i v e r s i t y of Dplawarp 
C I T Y OR TOWN: S T A T E CODE 

Newark Delaware 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTlF iCAt ION N A TIO N A L RE Gl ST ER V E R t FI CAT 10 N 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

tional Historic Preservat ion Act of 1966 (Public Law 
National Register . 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Regis ter and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
level of significance of this nomination is : 

National • State • Local • 

Date 

Name 
ATTEST: 

Ti t le 

Keeper of The National Register 

Bate Date 
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CARR-558 
Carroll County Court House 
Lake, GriffIng, & Stevenson. 

'—-— vfî l 



CARR-558 
Carroll County Courthouse 
North Court Street 
Sanborn Maps 





CARR-558 
Carroll Co. Courthouse 

Warner, Nancy M. , Ralph B. Levering, and Margaret Taylor Woltz 
1976 Carroll County, Maryland: A History 1837-1976. 
Haddon Craftsmen, Inc. 



CARR-558 
Carroll County Courthouse 
Courthouse Square, Westminster 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 12 April 2006 

Southwest facade 














